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Question Time: Marrying outside one’s faith 


Could you be wedded to someone of a different religion? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


For many it’s a deal-breaker. Others consider it no problem, or even an 
added benefit. The idea of marrying outside one’s faith (or lack thereof) is 
not an insignificant detail to anyone in or considering a long-term 
relationship. So, we wanted to know: “Could you ever be married to 
someone of a different religious faith? Why or why not? If you are in fact in 
such a situation now, how do you make it work? What are the advantages? 


Disadvantages?” 


To accommodate the largest number of answers we’ve once again split up 


the Question Time format a bit differently this week. 


Yes 


“My husband is an atheist, I am not. Religion isn’t a big part of my life, but I 


don’t disbelieve. I think there’d be a disadvantage if you went to church 
each week and felt alone if your spouse didn’t believe. I didn’t make my 
spouse’s beliefs (or rather, disbelief) an issue because there’s no way I 
could throw away the wonderful, hard-working person that he is because we 
were not the same. One advantage is the great conversations that we have 
and learn from each other’s’ point of view. Neither one of us [feels] 
pressured to change the way we believe, but we can always learn from each 
other. ... It’s also important to remember that you may not always believe 
the same throughout the course of your relationship. Particularly troubling 
times can convert a believer to a non-believer, and vice versa. The 
important thing is to never lose sight of your [significant other] and support 


them through rough times.” — Megan Marschand Pierceall 


“T could and did. It all depends on ones views regarding religion, and how 
strongly those views are held. If you believe that your own beliefs are the 
only valid ones, it is going to be difficult. If you can accept the possibility of 


other paths, it can work.” — Stephen Ewbank 


“T am devoted Christian. My dad is a preacher. My boyfriend who I plan on 
marrying in the future, his faith isn’t as strong. He has questions. He has 
been through some really horrific times in his past. I love him nonetheless. 
He has to believe. I cannot force it on his nor will I ever try. Now our 


conversations get really deep. He supports me in my religion and helps and 


supports me in how I want my children raised. It can work ... if you let it 
come between you and/or neither one has respect for each other.” — 


Andrea Thompson Lahrman 


“The Bible teaches us that we should be evenly yoked. Same beliefs are 
crucial but the strengths of the beliefs are not. The Bible also teaches that 
as wives of faith whom remain faithful to being Christ-like, should be a 


witness to their spouse.” — Sacha Teague 


“Nope. Absolutely not.” — Sandy Rosemont McKinney 


“My friend always says it doesn’t matter how much a bird loves a fish, they 
can’t survive together. One cannot live in the environment of the other. The 


bird would drown or the fish couldn’t breathe.” — Lisa Fipps 


Maybe so 


“If the other person respected my own individual faith, then yes. But, too 
often one tried to convert the other, belittles their beliefs or when children 
become involved it creates a real tug-of-war between parents (and 


sometimes grandparents.) Discussion and agreements should be worked out 


before entering into a marriage.” — Annette Rockhill 


“Wow! Kind of shocked at the question! As my son of 16 (of a Christian 
faith) is, well we can’t say dating, but good friends with, a girl who’s family 
is Jehovah’s Witness! There has been much conflict as the girl doesn’t want 
to stay in that religion, but seeing [as] she lives at home she must abide by 
the rules of their religion. [She] can’t date outside of the religion. It has 
actually caused some major conflicts between the two families! How to deal 
with it? I honestly don’t know! Have told her as long as she is under her 
parents’ roof she must abide by their rules! How would something like this 
work if it was to be long term? I just don’t know! My son has already stated 
he wouldn’t convert in no way as our beliefs are different from her parents’! 
I’m still trying to figure out how they can continue to be (friends) without 


the conflict between the families!” — Alisha Glassburn 


“Tt can work ... but, if one person is very strongly one way, could cause 


discontent in the marriage, especially when kids come around. I, personally 


felt strongly my future husband needed to be a strong Christian. And he 


is. :)” — Misty Wade Hartke 


Our answers 


“As a Single gal who’s a practicing evangelical Christian, I probably would 


not marry someone who practices a dramatically different religious faith. 
My faith has ramifications in so many big decisions - particularly child- 
rearing and how to treat other people — that I would probably not be 
willing to compromise on during the inevitable conflicts arising from trying 


to reconcile drastically different belief systems.” — Sarah Einselen 


“T don’t think I could do it. Because faith and morals are integral to who a 
person is, differences there will probably prevent a relationship from 
reaching marriage. I think it could only work if a couple agrees to be 
respectful about religious disagreements, knowing they’ll come up 


eventually.” — Patrick Caldwell 


“This is such a complicated issue because it really depends on the exact 
equation of the relationship in question. Everyone’s marriage is different, 
and, as we all learned from the theme song of the sitcom ‘Diff’rent Strokes,’ 
what might be right for you might not be right for some. For me, here’s how 
it breaks down: I, personally, would probably not join a church, faith or 
religious movement just because I was in a relationship with someone who 
is a member. I can’t imagine marrying someone who didn’t respect that. I 
also have trouble conjuring the scenario where I would ask someone else to 
bend their outlook to accommodate my beliefs. That’s all well and good, but 
when children come into the picture, as it does for many married couples, 


things which were previously non-issues can become important very 


quickly. Imagine how bad you would feel if you were a Christian and 
actually thought your children were going to Hell after they died because 
they weren’t being brought up in your faith. Or, in the reverse: If you’re 
someone without belief, how could you stand by and let your offspring be 
educated in a religious framework you find totally bogus and immoral? After 
writing all that, I guess my answer is yes if neither party feels too strongly 
one way or another and no children are involved. If kids come along, 


though, I feel like it’s much tougher to make it work.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 
8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


